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authorities moved only when " the faith " was brought in question.
"The faith/* therefore, acquired a technical signification of great
importance. It was elevated to the domain of sentiment and
duty and surrounded with pathos (sec. 178), while its meaning
was undefined. In time it came to mean obedience to papal
authority. Thus all the circumstances and streams of faith and
sentiment of the eleventh and twelfth centuries concentrated in
the hands of the hierarchy the control of society, because there
was no other organ to accept the deposit. The Cluny programme
was a programme of reform in the church such as everybody
wanted. It gathered all "the good men" in a common will and
purpose. The ideals and the means were selected, and the advo-
cates of the same became the selected classes in society. They
remained such long after the movement was spent and lost, but
the notion remained that every good man, or would-be good man,
ought to stand with the church.

225. The mediaeval church. In the crusades the church went
to war with Islam, another aspirant to rule mankind. It undoubt-
edly drilled and disciplined its own adherents by the crusades and
thus confirmed its power. It is also certain that the crusades
were popular and only put into effect the wish of the great body
of Christians. It was the masses, therefore, who made the medi-
aeval church. It possessed a corporate organization and hier-
archy which was a body of personal interests, in which ambition,
cupidity, and love of power were awakened. The church was
venal, sensual, gross, and inhuman, because the mores of the
age were such. How could the church be other than the age
was ? Where was it to find inspiration or illumination from with-
out which should make ecclesiastics anything but men of their
age ? The men of that age left on record their testimony that
the church was in no way better than the society.1 From the
end of the twelfth century man after man and sect after sect
arose, whose inspiration was moral indignation at the vices and
abuses in the church. Wycliffe denied transubstantiation on
rationalistic grounds, but his work all consisted in criticism of
hierarchical abuses and of the principles which made the abuses

1 Mayer, O ester reich^ I, 156.